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SUMMER 2007

SAVE THE DATE AND CELEBRATE – Donna Calkin 
September 8th, 2007.  Mark your calendars and save the date!  It’s 
our 10th Annual Walk for the Animals and we want you to help us 
celebrate this milestone anniversary.  The enclosed flyer has all the 
details you will need to join us for a super day in the park. 
 
We are very proud to have Ralphs Grocery Company returning as 
our Presenting Sponsor for the fifth consecutive year.  Our loyal 
returning sponsors are:  Advanced Veterinary Specialty Group and 
VCA Animal Hospitals as Corporate Sponsors; and the Huntington 
Beach Automobile Dealers Association, Nutro and Natural 
Balance as Supporting Sponsors.  A big welcome to our newest 
Supporting Sponsor, Saddleback Mortgage Residential Loan 
Center. 
 
Our good friends, Disc Dogs in Southern California, will put on one of their spectacular shows.  In addition to 
our popular Pick Your Prize drawing and silent auction we will have door prizes and vendors.  93.1 Jack 
FM will be on hand to provide music and Ben and Jerry’s ice cream cart will be selling scoops.  AVID will be 
offering low cost microchipping.  In addition to ID tags, microchipping is the best insurance you can provide for 
your pets.  Don’t miss out on this great opportunity.  We will be giving prizes to the top three participants 
who collect the most pledges and a Dog Whisperer DVD to the first 20 pledges of $100.00 or more.  Please 
see our website, www.orangecountyspca.org, for pledge raising tips, joining as a Pack (team), and further 
information. 
 
Avoid the crowds on event day!  Come to John’s Philly Grill on August 25th between 11 and 2 and receive a 
free order of John’s delicious fries just for registering early and picking up your goodie bag.   This is totally a 
win win deal.  John’s is located at 16061 Golden West Street at Edinger in Huntington Beach, (714) 841-1513.   
 
Event location change:  Please note the event is moving to the West side of Central Park (from Edwards 
Street, turn on Central Park Drive to enter the event location). 

Don’t miss out on this fun event.  Come meet our fabulous sponsors, support a terrific cause and most 
importantly, come and have a great time. 
 

PET CPR CLASS – Be Prepared, Your Pets Are Counting On You 

A pet CPR class will be held Saturday, October 6th from 10am to 2pm in 
Huntington Beach.  The class is taught by Denise Fleck who is a talented, 
dedicated and conscientious teacher. Space will be limited and pre-
registration is required.  Send your $45.00 check, payable to Sunny-Dog 
Ink, 9620 Green Verdugo Drive, Shadow Hills, CA  91040.  Questions?  
Contact (818) 951-7962.  For more class information, please visit 
www.orangecountyspca.org. 
 
“Denise Flecks’ Pet First-Aid and CPR class is an absolute must for any dog or cat owner.  
We owe it to our canine and feline companions to know how to care for them in almost any emergency and how to prevent both illness 
and injury.  A great four-hour investment in the health and welfare of our four-footed family members.  I learned all that I need to know 
in this comprehensive class and enjoyed myself at the same time.”    Jerry Von Talge, PAWS Volunteer 
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OCSPCA SPONSORS FIRST MOBILE SPAY NEUTER CLINIC FOR FERAL CATS 
The OCSPCA was thrilled to have sponsored its first mobile 
spay/neuter clinic for feral cats.  On May 23, 2007 the Western 
University College of Veterinary Medicine’s mobile hospital rolled 
up at 7 a.m. to a quiet neighborhood in Placentia to a welcome 
committee of OCSPCA and neighborhood volunteers.  Sixteen 
feral cats and kittens were altered in a matter of just a few hours.  
The cats were from a large colony on a rural property near the 
neighborhood.  Neighbors were notified by flyers a few days prior 
to the event that humane trapping was going to take place and 
that personal pets should be kept indoors. 
 
Dr. Nevill, her contingent of veterinary technicians and students, 
along with OCSPCA and neighborhood volunteers, manned a series of stations to examine, process and 
monitor the cats.  Each cat was vaccinated, given a treatment for fleas and ticks and had their ear tipped.  Ear 
tipping is essential to indicate that they have been altered should they ever turn up in a trap again.  The cats 
were kept overnight and then released the next day.  They are being fed and cared for by neighborhood 
volunteers. 
 
The OCSPCA hopes to sponsor more of these mobile clinics for feral cats as well as spay neuter clinics for low 
income neighborhoods.  If you want to know how to help the feral cats in your neighborhood, at your business, 
or anywhere you see them, contact the OCSPCA office for a brochure that walks you through the steps on how 
to help.  We also have traps available for loan, referrals to low cost spay/neuter facilities and financial 
assistance if you cannot afford to pay.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO SPAY OR NEUTER YOUR PET! 
 

ABOVE AND BEYOND THE CALL OF DUTY 
The volunteers of the Orange County SPCA are the backbone of the organization.  Without their time and 
dedication, we would not have programs to share with the citizens of Orange County.  Our sincere, heartfelt 
thanks to: 
 
AMERICA’S FAMILY PET EXPO 
Kathy Stonebraker, Candace Brenner, Luci De Rose, Jerry 
Von Talge, Nanda De Roes, Judith Hicks, Dana Lavin, 
Chuck & Francine Simpson, Susan Cochran, Vera Viana-
Asper, Teri Hyder, Jim Reed, Toni Rocco, JP Woog, 
Lauren Fukuoka, Ashley Bowen, Angie Spencer, Kathy 
Dixon, Denis Feria, Kathi Wahl and all their perfect therapy 
dogs; Kathy Geer, Jason Cole, Carrie Barton, Brenda 
Merchen, Hazel Sanders, Gail Shultes, Jane Mata, Melanie 
Herndon, Kim Pagones, Kim Maturkanich, Stacy Sweeting, 
Donna Calkin. 
 
M.A.D.D. STRIDES FOR CHANGE 
Dana Lavin, Teri Hyder, Kathy Stonebraker, Denis Feria, 
Lauren Fukuoka, Elise Chu, JP Woog, Donna Calkin 
 
ORANGE COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
PET FAIR 
Jason Cole, Carrie Barton, Kim Maturkanich, Stacy 
Sweeting 

SUNKIST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Kathy Dixon, Jerry Von Talge, Leesha Arason, 
Kim Pagones 
 
KINDNESS KIDS 
Barbara Murphy, Cheryl McBride, Kathy Dixon, 
Marilyn Graham 
 
CANINE LITERACY 
Candace Brenner, Kathy Stonebraker, Dana Lavin, Jerry 
Von Talge, Vera Viana-Asper, Kathy Dixon, Chuck 
Simpson, Marilyn Graham, Teri Hyder, Karen Oishi 
 
PATTI’S PRESCHOOL 
Teri Hyder, Jerry Von Talge, Candace Brenner, 
Stacy Sweeting, Donna Calkin 
 
CAL OPTIMA 
Leesha Arason, Jerry Von Talge 

THE WELLINGTON 
Jerry Von Talge, Laurie Shapiro, Ross Gough, Donna Calkin 
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ABBY’S STORY - From the OCSPCA Helpline 
The Orange County SPCA Helpline received a call from Matt seeking financial assistance for his 10-month old 
Golden Retriever puppy who needed surgery for double hip dysplasia. Abby’s legs were completely out of their 
sockets and needed a TPO (Triple Pelvic Osteotomy).  This procedure (an approximate cost of $5,000) 
consists of breaking both hips and rotating the joints to fit back into the sockets.  Matt’s family includes his wife, 
a 2-year old daughter and a 12-year old niece he recently took 
custody of.  The niece had been sexually abused in her former 
home and Matt and his wife welcomed her into theirs.  Money 
was tight for a single-income family and the options for Abby 
were: surrender her to a Golden Retriever rescue group; put 
her to sleep; or pay for the surgery.  To lose the dog would be 
devastating to these two girls and Matt was determined to keep 
his family together.  
 
Matt contacted every referral number from the OCSPCA 
resource list.  The veterinarian also worked to keep the cost 
down and was a subscriber to Pet Assure, which provided a 
discount to the family once they joined.  Abby’s story spread by 
word of mouth to members of the Seaside Community Church in Huntington Beach.  A generous couple 
donated $500.00 and a 13-year old young lady donated $1,000.00 from her savings account.  The young 
lady’s father (a dog lover himself) had recently passed away and it had been a challenging time for her.  She 
felt compelled to help Matt’s family.  In addition to the OCSPCA’s contribution, donations were received from 
RUFF, and Matt’s parents.   
 
Abby’s first surgery was completed in November.  After a wonderful outcome and recovery she had the second 
successful surgery in January.  Matt and his family are relieved and feel blessed to have had so much help in 
this situation that initially felt hopeless.  They are extremely appreciative and very thankful they called the 
Orange County SPCA.  It was incredible to see so many caring people and organizations working together to 
save this dog.  All of you, our faithful donors, had a part in helping Abby live a full life in a loving home for it 
was your donations that made it possible for us to help Matt give Abby the care she needed.  Our sincere 
thanks to all of you! 
 
 

SPECIAL DONATIONS 
A very special thank you to 5-year old Morgan R. for donating her 
allowance to help animals.  
 
Thank you to Wachovia Financial Services for inviting us to meet and 
greet their employees on their way to work.  For an hour of fun we 
received a generous donation from Wachovia and individual donations 
from the employees.  Thanks to Candace Brenner and Kodi, Cindy 
Woxen and Kellie, Barbara Les and Chloe and Donna Calkin for 
attending the early morning visit. 
 
Thank you to Boeing for the Employees Community Fund Grant. 
 
Thank you to Allstate Insurance.  We not only received a Foundation 
Grant but the Service Information Center employees donated the 
receipts from their annual holiday fundraiser.  
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WORKING TOGETHER - Donna Calkin 
What do you do with your Easter bunny when it is no longer wanted?  For many 
irresponsible owners the answer is to dump them.  I suppose the thinking is they 
will be happy in the wild and it’s better than running the risk of being put to sleep if 
taken to a shelter.  How very wrong that thinking is…when rabbits are dumped 
they are left defenseless to attacks by coyotes and dogs and used as target 
practice by adults and children.  When left to their own devices they breed in vast 
numbers and become a nuisance to the neighborhoods near where they were 
dumped.  Such was the case in the West Street Basin in Garden Grove.  Upwards 
of 500 rabbits were living in the flood plain, burrowing large holes in the grounds of 
a nearby school and leaving their droppings everywhere. 
 
A professional trapping company was hired to rid the area of all the rabbits but 
before they began a reprieve was given to allow volunteers to come in and save as 
many as possible.  The Bunny Bunch SPCR (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Rabbits), a non-profit rescue group based in Chino, launched a massive effort to 
save as many rabbits as they could before the county resumed their plans on May 
21st.  The Bunny Bunch began trapping, spaying and neutering and finding homes locally and out of state.  
They were able to capture over 300 rabbits in a short time.  
 
The OCSPCA was able to help by sending a donation to defray spay/neuter expenses.  To find out how you 
can help, please visit their website, www.bunnybunch.org or call (909) 591-7200.  Let them know the OCSPCA 
sent you.   
 

THE GIFT OF CARING 
PAWS volunteer Vera Viana-Asper attends services at Orange 
Coast Unitarian Universalist Church in Costa Mesa.  Each month 
members can nominate a charity of their choice to share in half of 
the month’s collections.  Vera nominated the Orange County 
SPCA and we were approved to be recipients of the October 
donations. 
 
To promote the many programs we offer, Vera and her loyal 
PAWS dog Philip, set up a table with pictures and brochures on 
the patio and spoke to the church members as they went to their 
activities.  Over the course of several weeks Vera became 
acquainted with church members she hadn’t known well, inspired 

two friends to join PAWS, encouraged a budding artist to practice his craft, and inspired people to see the 
incredible benefits we receive from sharing our lives with pets.  Philip benefited from the experience in 
receiving huge amounts of petting and attention from all who met him.   
 
Our heartfelt thanks to Vera for her selfless gift of time to share and educate the members of Orange Coast 
Unitarian Universalist Church about our organization.   
 
Our thanks to the church members for being so generous with their donations, making the collections for 
October the largest ever. 
 
And our compliments to Reverend Karen Stoyanoff for her roll in fostering community caring and sharing and 
for her support and love of animals. 
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PAWS DOGS DEPLOYED TO PENDLETON - Susan Cochran 
In December of last year I read an article in the Orange County Register 
about the opening of the Wounded Warrior Center at Camp Pendleton. 
The center was designed to help injured Marines and sailors who are 
too well to be hospitalized, but not well enough to return to their units or 
the civilian world.  The center is only the second of its kind in the Marine 
Corp.  I immediately made a phone call hoping to arrange a visit from 
our PAWS volunteers.  I was pleased to learn that a visit would be 
greatly appreciated by the Marines and arrangements were made to 
visit the week before Christmas. 
 
Early in the morning of December 14th, 2006, eleven pet therapy teams 
gathered to caravan to Camp Pendleton; Kim Pagones and Sammie, Teri Hyder and Camry, Vera Viana-Asper 
and Philip, Toni Rocco and Zoë, Angie Spencer and Cinder, Susan Cochran and Zoë, Jim and Elaine Marshall 
with Noah, Jeana Barlow and Chewy, Nanda De Roes and Gunner, Marilyn Graham and Nick, Kathy Dixon 
and Josh.  Also visiting were Susan’s friend Chase Secrest, Stacy Sweeting and Donna Calkin.  It was quite an 
expedition getting to our destination as Camp Pendleton is massive and we had to travel several miles within 
the base to get to the Wounded Warrior Center. After we arrived we let the dogs stretch their legs then we 
decked them out in their holiday accessories to begin our visit.  We visited with several Marines and listened to 
stories about their experiences and injuries suffered in the war.  Our incredible dogs brought smiles to all; even 
the most resistant Marine soon succumbed to their charms.  
 
When our time was up at the center we continued our 
visit at the Naval Hospital.  We were escorted through 
the hospital by two very nice Marines, Cpl Christopher 
Longley and Cpl Kyle Layer, visiting with both patients 
and staff.  Fourteen volunteers, eleven dogs and our 
Marine escort crammed into a small elevator and 
headed up to additional floors. What an experience as 
we were packed in like sardines but our wonderful 
dogs stood still and quiet just like Marines at attention. 
Goes to show you how special our pet partners are. 
 
We came away from this memorable journey with a whole lot of Christmas spirit knowing that we brought a 
little joy to those who do so much for us and ask for nothing in return…We were so honored to meet some of 
the wonderful young men and women who so proudly serve and protect our country.
 

CREATIVE DONATION OPPORTUNITIES 
Car Donation Program: You can help the animals by donating your old car, truck, boat or RV to the Orange 
County SPCA. Your donation is fully tax-deductible and free towing is available.  For more information call 
(714) 374-7738. 
 
Shop for the Animals:  The Orange County SPCA is proud to be an approved 
non-profit organization affiliated with Ralphs Community Contribution Program 
and Albertsons Community Partners. We encourage you, our members, to 
register your Ralphs Club Card at www.ralphs.com.  Simply click on Community 
Contributions, select “Participant” and enter our number 82960 and your card 
number.   Albertsons Preferred Savings Cards can be registered by downloading 
the registration form from our website, www.orangecountyspca.org or contact the 
office at (714) 374-7738 to have one mailed or faxed. Every time you shop for 
groceries and swipe your Card, the OCSPCA automatically begins earning rebates.  
So sign up today and Shop for the Animals! 
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ANNIE’S CORNER 

Annie’s Corner was created in honor of a very special dog. If you 
would like to have a pet or loved one remembered here, please 
use the form on the back page.  Be sure to include the name of 
the person or pet being honored or memorialized as well as an 
address if you would like a card sent to the family.  
 
In Honor 
Mary Nuttleman and Bonnie Steeber Ruth E. Greiner 
Memorial Pediatrics: Rafael Vergara MD, Andrea Kallah MD, 
Teresa Duchene PNP, Michelle Adams, Martha Monando, Liz 
Rodriguez, Valerie Desibens, Erin Hull, Stephanie Lopez, and 
Melanie Parales 

Judith Baker  

A Southern Season Marketing Department Deborah Miller 
Shadow Cheryl Good 
Blue, Trouble and Barron Lori Marsh 
Brutus and Zena Damion Walker 
Jon Smith Jeff and Penni 
Kyra, Alec and Becca Anderson Shelley Furr 
Yi Young Sassy 
Mike Castellano, Julie Hight and Phoebe Rachel Castellano 
Nancy Ratliff Helen Clinton 
Michael Shaw Ellen and Chester Perryess 
Jon Mudrock James Mudrock 
Casey Karen Kuhn 
Fluffy and Catmandu Barbara Hanes 

In Memory 
Roxey Karin Daignault 
Curtis M. Todd Betty Lee Kinne 
Henry and Anna Price Darlia Price and Jason Holland 
Jack Lee Huey Joan Yarborough 
Dr. Don Gelb Seacliff Women’s Golf Association 
Patricia Guiver Kay Jaacks 
Kujo, PAWS Therapy Dog Dennis and Ann Silvis 
Arek Lois Roberts 
Licorice Carol and Walt Boice 
Charlie Loris Halliwell 
Gwyndolin Donald Suggs 
Blue Michelle Ocker 
Fred and Lucky Katie and Bill Slavin 
Rowdy Boy Ms. Kevin Wisniewski 
Sky Cliff and Holly Hansen 
Mariah Mr. and Mrs. J.S. Johnson 
Jake Rob, Lani, Shelby and Sierra Lewis 
Milo Mrs. Carole Johnson 
Mitzy Myra Montoto 
Gunner, PAWS Therapy Dog Donna Calkin 
Maggie, PAWS Therapy Dog OCSPCA 
Puuala, PAWS Therapy Dog OCSPCA 
Thursday Mearig and Delene Weaver 
Brandy Lisa Green 
Donna Woods Robert Woods 
Doris Uehlinger Diane Uehlinger 
Joan Martin Marilynn Collins 
Trudy Kara Harmon 
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LETTERS 

It is always a pleasure to hear from the people within our community – whether it is a grateful family 
for assisting in the emergency medical care of a pet through the ARF (Animal Rescue Fund) program 
or acknowledgement of our volunteers’ hard work – we are here to serve the community.  Here are a 
few acknowledgments we have received. 
 
From Martha Stewart, Activity Director Tustin Hospital, Children’s Unit 
 
“I just wanted to say thank you very much for your continual support. It is so wonderful to have your 
team come and make a difference in the children's lives and the staff here at Tustin. I have not 
heard anything but praise on my end.  Thank you again and please let the others know that they are 
all wonderful and such a blessing to me and my department.” 
 

From Kristine Russell, Children’s Librarian, Westminster Branch Library 
 
“Our library has been in partnership with the (OC)SPCA for close to a year, in providing family 
literacy programming with the aide of their volunteers and therapy dogs.   
 

The benefits of the Orange County SPCA’s involvement in our library programming are numerous.  
Attendance at our evening programs has increased because of the uniqueness of the program.  
Children as young as two and as old as fifteen come to participate in the monthly program because 
they enjoy reading and interacting with the dogs and volunteers.  Parents have reported that some 
of their children who are reluctant readers are eager to attend and are able to read to the dogs 
without fear of making mistakes or feeling embarrassed.  The program has helped our youngest 
readers by promoting their narrative skills, which are key as children develop from pre-readers into 
readers.  In addition to strengthening literacy skills, children are also learning skills and behaviors 
necessary in everyday life.  Many of the children in our community live in areas where they are not 
able to have pets, so having the interaction with the dogs and volunteers helps children learn how to 
interact in positive relationships with animals.  Children are learning social skills in relating with 
volunteers and they are building relationships with role models in our community.  The therapy dogs 
and volunteers enable our library to continue our efforts to encourage family literacy and to 
promote reading as a fun, worthwhile activity.  I am confident that as we continue our collaboration 
with the (OC)SPCA we will continue to see positive results among our children and families.” 
 

From JB and Kitty 
 
“Thanks so much for caring for the well being of Kitty.  Thank you all so much for sending a 
donation for her surgery.  She is doing really, really great!  I needed this so much!  You all are in our 
prayers and will be remembered often.  Again, a big, loving and blessed thank you!” 
 

From Christine and Sydney 
 
“…Sydney came into my life in a very special way…I love her very much and thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for helping me to help her…I was surprised and grateful to learn about 
organizations such as yours helping people and animals with the veterinary care costs.  I don’t know 
what I would have done without your help…when this is behind us, I will donate to your group(s) 
when I can.  Again, thank you. I really appreciate your efforts, support, suggestions, referrals and 
financial assistance.”” 
 



 

 
 

 
9582 Hamilton Ave. #164 
Huntington Beach, CA  92646 
Phone:  (714) 374-7738 
Fax:  (714) 960-0554 
Visit Our Website at www.orangecountyspca.org 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY TIP:  Don’t wait until an emergency happens.  Make a trial run to your preferred 
emergency clinic.  While you are there, note where to park and where the entrance is.  Have the 
phone number handy at home and in your cell phone so you can call ahead to let them know you are 
bringing your pet in.  Emergency clinics are very expensive.  To help ease the shock of the bill, 
consider opening a savings account to be used for pet emergencies only. 
 
 

 
ORANGE COUNTY SPCA 
9582 Hamilton Ave. #164 
Huntington Beach, CA 92646 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  WE DO NOT SELL OR SHARE OUR MAILING LIST WITH ANYONE! 
 

Yes, I wish to support the work of the ORANGE COUNTY SPCA – Here is my donation $     

 In honor of      OR In memory of      

I would like to become a member of the Orange County SPCA: 

Active $15.00  Family $25.00  Supporting $50.00   

Patron $100.00  Corporate $500.00  Lifetime $1,000.00 
 
Name        Phone        

Address       E-Mail        

City        State  Zip+Four     

Donations may also be made through PayPal at our website, www.orangecountyspca.org.  Online membership 
applications are also available. 

Yes, please add my email address to your member distribution list for upcoming events and electronic newsletter.   

Nonprofit 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Huntington Beach, CA 

Permit No. 957 
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